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method then offers advantages. The writer reports a case in which he first 
resected portions of both tubes and then performed vagino-fixation. Liga¬ 
tion is not sufficient, as he once tied both tubes with silk, yet the patient had 
a child three years later. 

The Ovaries in Fibro-myoma of the Uterus.— Van Meerdervoort 
(Ibid.) examined forty-five specimens, reaching the following conclusions: 
The circulatory changes produced by myomata cause hyaline degeneration 
of the vessel-walls in the ovary. The stroma usually undergoes a similar 
degeneration. The number of primordial follicles diminishes, and some de¬ 
generate. Follicular and corpus lutcum cysts develop. Corpora albicantia 
are very common, originating from hyaline degeneration of the thickened 
vessels. Pigmented cells are numerous. 

The writer was unable to demonstrate the presence of inflammatory pro¬ 
cesses. He finds that the usual enlargement of the ovary is due to the for¬ 
mation of corpora albicantia, as well as to the enlargement of follicles and 
cyHtic development. 

Ovarian Tumors Complicated with Pleurisy.— Resixelli (Annali di 
Ostet. e Genecologia, 1897, No. 18) concludes an elaborate paper on this sub¬ 
ject as follows: Pleuritic effusions in connection with ovarian tumors are to 
be regarded not as an independent complication, but as a direct result of the 
presence of the neoplasm. The effusion develops gradually and is unaccom¬ 
panied by pain or fever. The accumulation of fluid is not due to the presence 
of the tumor or to changes in the blood, but is really an evidence of metas¬ 
tasis to the pleura, less frequently of peritoneal irritation transmitted through 
the diaphragm. It is accordingly strong evidence of the malignant character 
of the tumor, provided that torsion, suppuration of the cyst, etc., can be ex¬ 
cluded. 

A pleuritic effusion, instead of furnishing a contra-indication to operative 
interference, may show the necessity of an early operation, provided that the 
peritoneum is not too extensively involved. In rare cases thoracentesis may 
be required before cceliotomy is performed, though removal of the tnmor is 
the most direct way of causing the disappearance of the pleuritic fluid. 

Action of Extract of Menstrual Blood and of Ovarine on the Blood- 
Pressure.— Federoff ( Wraich, No. 26, 1897; La Gynecologic , October 15, 
1897) injected extracts of menstrual blood, of the mammary glands, and of 
the ovaries into the blood of rabbits, with the view of noting their influ¬ 
ence upon the blood-pressure. His conclusions are as follows: 1. An aque¬ 
ous solution of the glycerin extract of menstrual blood lowers the pressure 
in the carotid, increases the heart-action, and accelerates the respirations; 
the same effect is produced by a similar extract of blood obtained just be¬ 
fore menstruation, by an extract made from the endometrium during ectopic 
gestation, and by an extract of the mammary gland. 2. Ovarine and fresh 
ovarian extract also raise the pressure, but diminish the heart-action and 
slow the respiration. 3. In the human female the pressure in the radial is 
notably increased after the administration of ovarine. 4. Poelil’s ovarine 
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has a marked beneficial effect in the disturbances attending the climacteric, 
as well as in functional derangements of the ovaries. 

Subcutaneous Injections of Saline Solution in Septicaemia.— Mangin 
and Raynaud {Ibid.) report several cases of septic disease of the adnexa in 
which subcutaneous injections of Baline solution were administered before and 
soon after operation, in quantities varying from 200 to 500 grammes. Their 
conclusions are thus stated: Injections of artificial serum possess great value 
in cases of general septic infection, especially at the onset of the disease. 
The circulation is regulated, the heart-action increased, and the cerebro¬ 
spinal system and nutritive functions are stimulated. Diuresis is increased 
within a few hours, but no appreciable amount of toxic matter is eliminated. 
The improvement in the general condition is to be ascribed to dilution of 
the toxins in the blood, which are thus rendered less noxious to the cells. 
This process of dilution should be continued as long as fresh toxins develop, 
by the gradual injection of moderate quantities of saline solution. 

Artificial serum exercises a most favorable action upon anaemic and asthenic 
patients, who are exhausted by a long illness or severe operation, and also 
prevents shock if injected before such an operation. The ease and safety of 
the subcutaneous method and the fact that it may be practised by the unex¬ 
perienced commend its general use. 

Intravenous injections should be reserved for cases in which a very rapid 
action is necessary, as in profuse hemorrhage, or in desperate cases where 
subcutaneous absorption is poor because of the depressed condition of the 
patient. 
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Bacteriology of Milk —In the early days of bacteriology Sir W. Roberts 
showed that milk, blood, and urine were in the living body absolutely free 
from bacteria, and, if drawn through sterilized tubes into sterilized flasks 
plugged with sterilized cotton wool, would remain unchanged for months or 
years, without even having been themselves boiled, since it was quite super¬ 
fluous to sterilize a sterile fluid; not only putrefaction, but the so-called 
“spontaneous” coagulation of milk, as well as its souring, being brought 
about by the access of bacteria from without. With the different actions of 
the B. coli communis, B. typhosus, etc., we are now well acquainted; and at¬ 
tention has recently been called to the myriads of non-pathogenic bacteria 



